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THE HONORABLE CARL ALBER?Y
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTIVES
PEKING, CMINA

C/0 AMBASSADOR BUSH
APRIL, 4, 1975

A8 YOU KNOW, LAST SATURDAY I DIRECTED UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION
IN AN TNMTERNATIONAL MUMANIYARIAN RELIEF EFFQRT TO TRANSPORT
REPUGEES FROM DAMANG AND QTHER SEAPORTS TO SAFER AREAS FARTHER
SOUTRH IN VIETNAM, THE UNITED STATES MAS BEEN JOINED IN THIS
HUMANTTARIAN EFFORT BY A NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES wHO ARE |
OFFERING PEOPLE, SUPPLIES AND VESSELS TO AS3IST In THIS EFFORT,
THIS EFFORT WAS UNDERTAKEN IN RESPONSE TO URGENT APPEALS FROM

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM BECAUSE OF THE
EXYREMELY GRAVE NATURE OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVING THE

LIVES nF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF REFUGEES, THIS SITUATION HWAS
BEEN BROUGHT ABOUT BY LARGEmSCALE VIOLATIONS OF THE AGREEMENT
ENDING THE WAR AMND RESTORING THE PEACE IN VIETNAM BY THE NORTH
VIETNAMESBE WHO HAVE BEEN CONDUCTING MASSIVE ATTACKS ON THE NORTHERM
AND CEMTRAL PROVINGES QOF 80UTH VIETNAM,

IN ACCHARDANCE WITW MY DESIRE TO KEEP THWE CONGRESS FULLY INFORMED
ON THIS MATTER, AND TAKING NOTE OF: THE PROVISION QOF SECTION
4CAY(2) OF THE WAR PDWERS RESOLUTION (PUBLIC LAW 93m148),

T WI8H TO REPORY TO YOU CONCERNING ONE ASPECY oF UNITED

STATES PARTICIPATION IN YTME REFUGEE EVACUATION EFFORT, BECAUSE
OF THE LARGE NUMRER OF REPUGEES AND THE OVERWMELMING DIMENSIONS
OF THE TASK, I HAVE QRDERED U,8, NAVAL VESSELS TD ASSIST IN
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THIS FPORT, INCLUDING AMPNIBYOUS TASK GROUP 76,8 WITH 12 EMBARKED
WELICOPTERS AND APPROXIMATELY 788 MARINES, THESE NAVAL VESSELS
HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED TO APPROACH THE COAST OF SOUTH VIETNAM

Y0 PICK UP REFUGEES AND U,8, NATIONALS, AND TRANPORT THEM

TO SAFETY, MARINES ARE BEING DETAILED YO VESSELS

PARTICIPATING IN THE RESCUE M188I1ON, THE FIRST VESSEL ENTERED
SOUTH VIETNAN TERRITORIAL WATERS AT 9488 A,M, EOT ON

ARRIL 3, 1975,

ALTROUGH THESE FORCES ARE EQUIPPED FOR COMBAT WITHIN THE
MEANING OF SECTION 4(AY(2) OF PUBLIC LAW $3m=i48, THEIR 30LE
MISSION 18 TO ASSIST IN TWE EVACUATION INCLUDING THE MAINTENANCE
OF ORDER ON BOARD THE VESSELS ENGAGED IN TMAT TASK,

AS STATED ABOVE, THE PURPOSE OF THE INTRODUCTION OF UNITED
SYATES NAVAL VESSELS INTO VIETNAMESE WATERS IS TO ASSIST IN

AN INTERNATIONAL WUMANITARTAN EFFORT INVOLVING VESSELS OF
SEVERAL NATIONS, INCLUDING BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN CRAFT,
THE UNTTED STATES! PARTICIPATION IN THIS EFFORT INCLUODES

THE CHARTER OF COMMERCIAL VESSELS, THE USE OF MILITARY SEALIFT
COMMAND VESSELS WITH CIVILYAN CREWS, AS WELL AS UNITED STATES
NAVAL VESSELS WITH MILITARY CREWS, THIS EFFORT I8 BEING
UNDERTAKEN PURSUANT 70 THE PRESIDENTIS CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORTY
AS COMMANDER=IN=CHIEF AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE IN THE CONDUCT OF
FOREYGN RELATIONS AND PURSUANT TO THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF
1961, AS AMENDED, WHICH AUTHORIZES MUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

10 REFUGEES, CIVILIAN WAR CASUALTIES AND OTHER PERSONS
DISADVANTAGED BY HOSTILITES PR CONDITIONS RELATING TD
HOSTILITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM,

YOU WILL APPRERTATE, I AM SURE, MY DIFFICULTY In YELLING YQU
PR!C!S;LY HOW LONG UNITED STATES FORCES MAY BE ~NEEDED IN THIS
EFFORY, OUR PRESENT ESTIMATE, HOWEVER, 18 THAY THIS
OPERATYION MAY INVOLVE THE PRESENCE OF UNITED STATES NAVAL
vgssz;szxw VIETNAMESE WATERS FOR A PERIOD OF AT LEAST SEVERAL
WEEKS,

GERALD R, FORD
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